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clearly indicates one cause of the evil. c Several companies in
the City of London own large tracts of ground in it; they have
lately refused to renew leases, except at exorbitant fines or
great increase of rent. The consequence has been, that the few
gentlemen who resided there, and were disposed to improve
their estates, have been driven from that county.' The great pro-
prietors., Lord Waterford, Lord Londonderry, and Mr. Conolly,
lived in other parts of Ireland, so that over a very large and
wild district there was not a resident gentleman of 1,500L a
year.1

In the county of Armagh similar disturbances were rapidly
extending. This county also had, for several months, been in
a state of extreme turbulence, and some portions of it had
been proclaimed under the Insurrection Act in the preceding
December.2 Large armed parties were going about the country.
Detachments of soldiers had been attacked by parties of 200 or
300 men. More soldiers, and a general disarming of the people,
it was said, were imperatively required.3

The system of carrying away untried men to serve in the
fleet, which had been first illegally practised by Lord Car-
haxnpton, then indemnified by the Irish Parliament, and then
formally sanctioned in proclaimed districts by the Insurrection
Act, gave a fiercer tinge to the disaffection of the North.
Higgins, who was well informed about the proceedings of the
seditious party in Dublin, mentions that many letters had
been received from Belfast, and from the county of Down, ex-
pressing a belief that this system was about to be again largely
practised, and that it would be resisted to the death, and
adding that the arrival of a French expedition in the northern*
province was confidently expected.4 McNally nearly at the
same time warned the Government, that, from daily intercourse
with c the leading men who informed the Catholic Committee
in Dublin and the fraternity of reformers in Belfast/ he knew
beyond all possibility of doubt that their real object was the
establishment of a separate republic. The persecutions of the
Catholics in the North were largely made use of. A song
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